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Rethinking Packaging:

The Promise of Sustainable Plastics

“The greatest threat to our planet is the belief that someone else will save it.”

By Robert Swan, Author

Rethinking Packaging: The Promise of Sustainable Plastics — Issue I - July 25



Industry Analysis

Whenever you rip open a snack bag or
unscrew a soda, plastic packaging is to blame
and sometimes such activity creates an
environmental ripple that people like us end
up overlooking. We have produced more than
9 billion tons of plastic since the 1950s and
surprisingly only 9 percent of the materials
have been recycled. A good majority of it is
burnt, buried or littered on our common
planet. It is indeed a major issue and all what
it requires is not just concern but creative
minds coming up with concrete solutions.
Rather than abandon plastic altogether,
inventors are getting creative with ways we
can use it, creating packaging that is

conducive both to us and to the planet.

Why Sustainable Plastic Matters Now
In 2024, the global sustainable plastic

packaging market was estimated to be worth

around $98.8 billion and the estimation by
analysts is that they
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and plastic had a value of approximately
273 billion in 2023, which should mark an
approximate 449 billion by 2030 with an
incremental rate of 7.6 % CAGR. It is not a
niche; it is a movement redefining industry in

the world.

Why the surge? It’s driven by more than
profit: consumers care. A 2023 survey
discovered that 82 % of the population,
particularly 90 % of GenZ were willing to
pay more on the ecofriendly packaged goods
and 80 % on the refillable pack. They are not
figures; these are decisions: deciding to fill a
shampoo bottle instead of buying a new one,
giving the money to zero waste shops, or

selecting recyclable snacks with pride

How Plastic Stacks Up Against Paper
And now, the not so big surprise: plastic is not

necessarily bad as compared to paper. Light
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Source: https://www.precedenceresearch.com/sustainable-packaging-market
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plastics, especially those recyclables such as
PET and HDPE tend to be developed with
less carbon footprint since not much energy
and gasoline are required to carry them. In the
meantime, paper which is biodegradable
requires more water and energy and releases
more CO», during production and shipping.
The world-wide plastic recycles are pathetic
at slightly less than 10% whereas Europe and
North America perform a bit better. The
lesson? It is not only what material it is, but

to what we do with it after use.

Innovations That Are Changing the Game
e Biodegradable by Design

Firms such as the British Polymateria

are now taking an agent called a bio

transformation into simple plastics.

The additives assist the products such

as bags & bottle caps to be denatured

in the real natural environment within
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a span of a year without any
detrimental microplastics. Think of a
soda cap which automatically
vanishes once thrown away, that is the

type of radical upheaval in the future.

Recycled and Reusable Packaging
Post-consumer  recycled (PCR)
plastics are also becoming popular
among innovators and brands. In
2024, recycled-content packaging
made up 76% of sustainable
packaging types in some reports.
Bulk food bins and the refillable

bottle system are making headway
particularly among environmentally

aware consumers.

Flexible vs. Rigid Options
Flexible packaging like pouches and

wraps accounts for around 65 % of
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the sustainable plastics market in 2024, being lightweight and energy-efficient. Rigid containers

like jars, bottles, and tubs are also improving, with sharper innovations in PET and HDPE

recycling.

Regulation: Steering the Shift
Policies are steering change, too. The U.S. Break Free from Plastic Pollution Act (S.3127)

proposes sweeping measures mandating that companies use less single-use plastics, switch to use
of reusable or recyclable containers and packaging, achieve ramped up recycled content
requirements, and finances recycling efforts such as bottle-deposit refunds. It goes to the point of
blaming producers for taking charge of end of life of their packaging. Globally, 175 countries are
negotiating a legally binding UN treaty to tackle plastic pollution from source to disposal. Their
goal? Limiting production of plastics, augmenting waste features, and implementing reusing

tactics. The crucial next meeting will be in August 2025 in Geneva.

What This Means for You (and Me)

Once sustainable plastic packaging is available in the store shelves, it will benefit every one of us.
We have self-cleaning containers, appearance-enhancing and performance-enhancing products and
responsible corporations. Having a good or bad shopping habit makes a difference, buying
refillable brands or returning of containers is now a minor vote to change. Said that, however,
systemic support is also important: this requires improvements in the recycling facilities,
intelligent laws and industrial innovation. The two together form a circular economy, in which

things are reused and re-manufactured, wasting little and saving energy.

A Cleaner Tomorrow in Reach

The packaging industry is re-inventing itself. New solutions are developing including compostable
plastics that are designed to disappear, and refill points in local stores. We all contribute one way
or the other as individuals on the consumer side, as advocates or as business owners. The louder
we insist on this change and vote with the products and policies that support those with this change,
the sooner we will live in a world where the plastic wrappers are not ourselves but a world where
plastic wrapping supplies us without destroying the earth. That is the future sustainable plastics

can offer, not only smart, but sensible, scalable, and meaningful to our planet.
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About NovelOPS

NovelOPS delivers customized business consulting, digital marketing, and academic advisory
services with a strong focus on sustainable and inclusive growth. We specialize in restructuring
consulting, strategy consulting, and operational excellence, helping organizations navigate
complex transformations with confidence. At NovelOPS, we believe true business success goes
together with social responsibility. By combining local insights with global expertise, we craft
strategic solutions that drive long-term value. Our mission is to build adaptable, purpose-driven
institutions that create real impact. Through expert guidance and collaborative partnerships, we

empower clients to thrive in an ever-evolving world.

Get Connected:

@ Email: info@novelops.com.pk

Learn more: www.novelops.com.pk
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